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The Invitation of Perseverance
(James 1:1-4)

The book of James is very short but it is really full of precious
and spiritual lessons.

1. Sender

“James, a servant of God and of the Lord of Jesus Christ to the
twelve tribes scattered among the nations:” (James 1:1)

James appeared in this book was probably the brother of Jesus
and leader of the early church who became very prominent in the
early church. Paul called him a “pillar” of the church (Gal 2:9).

We could find out that in the famous council at Jerusalem
in Acts 15, when James jointed an zealous discussion among
the Apostles about how they had to proclaim the Gospels, he
submitted the following proposal, “Spread only the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but
teach keeping away from the filthy idol, immoral conduct, death by hanging,
and blood.” And then all people including Paul and Barnabas agreed to that
word and the session closed.

2. Receiver

The receiver of this letter was the twelve
tribes scattered among the nations. However,
the twelve tribes mean that the reason why
the Israelites who were not descent from Israel
believed in Jesus made them to be persecuted
and became Diaspora. James, himself, wrote this
letter was recognized as a saint who believed
Jesus Christ a Jew rather than he was descent
from the Israelites.

3. The invitation of perseverance

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers,
whenever you face trials matter kinds” (James
1:2).

A large number of questions among
Christians is that, “Why do we have such heavy
hardship?” But James, the Apostle said that
the testing should be considered as pleasure
because the testing of your faith would develop
perseverance (James 1:3). Perseverance makes
us intact and full and makes us live our
abundant life without wants. Perseverance is
the power of which we endure for a long time, and the patience of which we
never give up.

My beloved Christians,

How much trial and hardship are you situated in? But when you endure
the most trial and hardship and overcome with faith, God will lead you to a
victory. It is God who does not give us trial and hardship. By the perseverance
that starts to get settled in us, God will accomplish his purpose in no distant
future. By looking at only God and achieving the complete perseverance, [
sincerely pray that all of you will be the people of victory in the world in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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